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Volkmann’s sleigh-harness apparatus. The weights were used after the 
apparatus had been on eight weeks, no pain being caused by them or by the 
forcible extension. Measurements taken before the apparatus was applied 
were as follows: 

Total length, from head to the soles of the feet . .125 cm. 

From left trochanter to skull . . . ... . 3G " 

“ right “ “ “.36 " 

“ left “ “ foot sole.89 “ 

“ right “ “ " “.84 “ 

Weights applied to the left under extremity . . .94 lbs. 

“ “ “ “ right " “ 114 « 

** “ underarms.Ill 

After the weights were on, a measurement showed that the woman had 
gained 18 cm. in length, and the two lower extremities were equally long. 
The swelling of the joints had disappeared. The patient was allowed to 
stand, and little shortening wa3 observed. The pelvic deformity lessened, 
and the kypho-scoliosis largely disappeared, so that now after seven years of 
helplessness and great pain the patient 13 restored to health and comfort. 

Lysol as an Antiseptic Agent in Obstetric Practice. 

Fossa ( Wiener klinischc Wochenschrifl, 1893, No. 24) records the results after 
six months’ use of lysol as an antiseptic agent, in the clinic of Rokitansky. 
Lysol is an antiseptic agent of great power, and with water, in the strength 
of 1 per cent, and upward, forms a milky fluid of a tar-like odor. It will not, 
except in very strong solutions, affect the hands, like carbolic acid or sublimate 
solution, the latter, as is known, often producing severe eczema. It is also 
freely soluble in water, in which it has the advantage of carbolic acid; in its 
solubility the danger of toxic effects is decreased. In solutions of the strength 
of 1 per cent, it forms a valuable disinfectant for instruments, the external 
genitals, and the hands, on the latter producing much the same soap-like 
feeling that creolin does. For vaginal injections he generally uses it in the 
strength of 2 per cent Under the strength of 1 per cent, it quickly becomes 
useless as a disinfecting agent. Rubber drainage-tubes and catheters should 
not be left too long in solutions of lysol, as they become roughened by con¬ 
tact with it In gynecological practice the results of its UBe have been good; 
but in applications within the bladder, even in as weak solution as 4 of 1 per 
cent, lysol has produced cystitis. 

Lysol, however, is not without toxic effects, as has beer shown by Remou- 
champs, Sugg, and Gulach, and several cases of poisoning from it are re¬ 
corded. The writer closes his interesting article by a number of statistics 
showing a decreased death-rate, and an increase in the number of coses free 
from fever, following the use of lysol. • 

Rupture of the Vaginal Arch during Labor. 

Schick {Prager medicinuchc Wochenechrift, 1893, No. 29, p. 355) reports 
the case of a laboring woman, aged thirty-six, a II-para, who gave a history 
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of perforation of the foetal skull and forceps delivery in her first labor. The 
patient was of slight build, with some osseous deformity and an overhanging 
abdomen. Pelvic measurements: Crests 27 cm., sp. il. 24 cm., trocb. 29 cm., 
diam. Baud. 17.5 cm., conj. diag. 11 cm. The head was in the first position, 
vagina wide and smooth, os contracted, bladder distended. During several 
hours the head remained stationary; at the end of this time forceps was 
applied, and the head delivered after several strong tractions. Uterus did 
not remain contracted until some time after delivery. As the placenta did 
not appear and the patient seemed much prostrated, a hand, guided by the 
cord, was passed into the vagina. It was found on examination that a large 
rent opening into the abdominal cavity existed in the upper anterior vaginal 
wall, and through this tear the placenta had disappeared. Laparotomy was 
performed as collapse seemed imminent, and supra-vaginal amputation of the 
uterus done. The abdominal cavity was found full of clots and fluid blood. 
The uterine stump was treated with a cautery and was secured by two needles. 
Silk sutures were used. The patient finally recovered. 

Dermoid Cyst of the Ovary as a Hindrance to Birth. 

Fischer (Prayer med. TF ochenschr., 1893, p. 285) reports the case of a 
woman, aged thirty-seven, a IV-para, in whom a tumor of a long oval 
shape, two fingers’ breadth below the xiphoid cartilage, was found. Patient 
was in labor at the time of observation. It was noticed that under uterine 
contractions the lower uterine segment was tenBe, and the contraction 
ring on a level with the umbilicus. External genital organs and pelvic 
diameters were normal in every way. The retro-vaginal arch was thrown 
forward by a round, smooth, elastic tumor; fluctuation indistinct. The os 
was high up and in a state of contraction; bladder much distended. No 
fatal heart-sounds could be made out. The tumor was punctured with a 
Pravaz syringe, bringing away a curdy fluid and hair. Ciesarean section 
was then performed with good result Discharged on tenth day cured. Two 
months later the patient again presented herself, giving an account of much 
pain in the lower abdomen, with swelling. Examination revealed a much- 
enlarged uterus, fixed by adhesions, and from its right side a tumor as large 
as a child’s head extending from the vagina to the kidney and colon. This 
tumor appeared firmly adherent. 

The abdomen was opened, and a large, generally adherent pus cavity con¬ 
taining hair was found. The uterus was firmly adherent. The patient made 
a good recovery, except that a long sinus extending to the kidney required 
further treatment, which, however, was successful. 


Complete Inversion of the Uterus. 

Peraire (Annales de Gynecol, tt Obstefr., 1893, tome xl. p. 94) reports 
a case of complete inversion of the uterus, with prolapse, consecutive to 
delivery. The inversion was immediately followed by dangerous hemorrhage. 
Patient was in a state of extreme collapse. Reduction was effected by means 
of taxis, preceded and followed by the most rigorous antiseptic precautions. 
The labor had been quite normal until the placenta and uterus were extruded 
together. The patient finally recovered. 
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